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AS THE ACCOUNTANT of the New Bharat Bank, Subrata Majumder finds it
difficult to make both ends meet, his younger sister Bani is two months behind with
her school fees; father Priyogopal a retired school-master - would like a pair of
reading glasses ; mother Sarojini needs a new tin of zardah every ten daysorso , . .
How much can you accomplish with 250 rupees a month ?

At a hint from Subrata,, which she at first resents, wife Arati agrees to work.
She applies for a job, and is called for an interview. Eventually comes the letter of
appointment.

When Subrata gives Priyogopal the news, the old man is aghast, ‘My daughter-
in-law a sales girl 2’ ‘Times have changed, father’, pleads Subrata. But Priyogopal
is adamant. ‘They may have, but | haven’t. You may do what you like, but don’t
expect any sympathy from me.’

Going out to work, Arati discovers a new life, a new world, opening up for her,
She begins to like her job, which takes her to the homes of rich people, and she
enjoys the company of her colleagues. The Anglo-Indian Edith, in particular, is a
good friend. It’s Edith who presents Arati with her first lipstick.

The boss Mr. Mukherjee—a dapper man with big ideas—takes a fancy to Arati
and openly expresses his admiration for her work.

But, for Subrata, Arati’s transformation is something which makes him vaguely
anxious. Isn't she a little too gay, to confident 2 Ought she really to be so concerned
about sales and salaries and commissions ? And why must she mention Mr. Mukherjee
so often ? .

Subrata decides to take steps about it. He rings up an influential friend and
extracts the promise of a part time job from him. The same evening he tells Arati
about, ‘I've been offered a job, so | don’t think you need to work any more. It’ll be
good for you to give up. You’ve been losing weight.” . . .

The next morning Arati goes to the office with a heavy heart, and the letter
of resignation in her bag But before she has time to submitit, she gets a frantic

telephone call from Subrata: ‘Don’t give up your job yet. I've just lost mine. The
bank’s closed down’.

From here on, Arati is the only earning member of the family. Subrata suffers
the humiliation of watching his wife go out while he sits in bed scanning the *Wanted’

columns.

And what has Priyogopal been doing in the meantime? Since he won't
accept money from his son or daughter in-law, he has devised his own extraordinary
method of earning. He goes and seeks out those amongst his old students who have
achieved some eminence, and asks them for ‘Guru-dakshina’

Relationships are strained almost to the point of breaking when an incident
involving the Anglo-Indian girl suddenly brings the drama to its unexpected conclusion,
and Arati is happily left with no cause to regret her decision to work.

CAST
Madhabi Mukherjee, Anil Chatterjee
Haradhan Banerjee, Haren Chatterjee
Vicky Redwood
Length—3653 Metres.
Producer — R. D. BANSAL
Scenario, Music & Direction — SATYAJIT RAY
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Synopsis

AS THE ACCOUNTANT
Bharat Bank, Subrata Mujumder
difficult to make both ends mee
younger sister Bani 1is twe
with her school fees ; father Pr
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can you accomplish with 250 rupees a month ?

At a hint from Subrata, wife Arati applies for a job, and is called
for an interview. Eventually comes the letter of appointment

When Subrata gives Priyogopal the news, the old man is aghast
*‘My daughter-in-law a sales girl ?' ‘Times have changed, father’, pleads
Subrata. But Priyogopal is adamant. ‘They may have, but | haven't
You may do what you like, but don't expect any sympathy from me."

Arati begins to like her job—which takes her to the homes of
rich people—and she enjoys the company of her colleagques. The Anglo
Indian Edith, presents Arati with her first lipstick.

The boss Mr. Mukherjee—a dapper man with big ideas—takes a
fancy to Arati and openly expresses his admiration for her work







